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ABSTRACT 

In 1983 "A Nation at Risk” recommended that all 
students seeking a high-school diploma be required to enroll in the 
"New Basics," a core curriculum composed of 4 years of English and 3 
years each of social studies, science, and mathematics. Although 
several states have adopted the set of requirements, others have 
chosen a less restrictive set that requires 4 years of English, 3 
years of social studies, and 2 years each of science and mathematics. 
This brief presents an overview of high school cour se-taking in the 
core subject areas for the years 1982, 1987, 1990, and 1994. Analysis 
of National Center for Education Statistics shows that between 1982 
and 1994, the percentage of high school graduates earning the less 
restrictive number of units in core courses more than doubled, while 
those earning the "New Basics" units more than tripled. These 
increases occurred for both sexes and all racial/ethnic groups. 
Students enrolled in both academic and vocational programs were just 
as likely as students enrolled solely in an academic program to 
fulfill the less restrictive requirements. However, students enrolled 
in an academic program only were more likely to meet the more 
restrictive "New Basics" requirements than those in both programs. 
Finally, the percentage fulfilling the "New Basics" requirements 
increased 39 percentage points between 1982 and 1994 for private 
school graduates, compared to an increase of 37 percentage points for 
public school graduates. Although the increase was smaller for 
private school graduates (32 percentage points) than for public 
school graduates (44 percentage points), a greater proportion of 
private school students (80 percent) earned the less restrictive 
numbers of units in 1994 than public school students (73 percent). 
Five tables are included. (LMI) 



****************************************************** * ******* ********* 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 

* from the original document. * 

*********************************************************************** 



O 

ERIC 



z/4 ^3 



INDICATOR 
OFTHE MONTH 



oo 

v nD 

o 




March 1997 



NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS 



High school course taking in 
the core subject areas 



UJS. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
OCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it. 

Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



• Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 




2 




INDICATOR 
OFTHE MONTH 



March 1997 



NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS 



High school course taking in 
the core subject areas 



In 1983 , A Nation at Risk recommended that all students seeking a diploma be required to enroll in the 
"New Basics , " a core curriculum composed of 4 years of English and 3 years each of social studies , 
science, and mathematics. 1 While several states have adopted this set of requirements, others have 
chosen a less restrictive set that requires 4 years of English, 3 years of social studies, and 2 years each of 
science and mathematics. 

♦ Between 1982 and 1994, the percentage of high school graduates earning the less restrictive number of 
units in core courses more than doubled, while those earning the "New Basics" units more than tripled. 
These increases occurred for both sexes and all racial/ethnic groups. 

♦ Students enrolled in both academic and vocational programs were just as likely as students enrolled 
solely in an academic program to fulfill the less restrictive requirements. However, students enrolled in 
an academic program only were more likely to meet the more restrictive "New Basics" requirements than 
those in both programs. 

♦ For private school graduates, the percentage fulfilling the "New Basics" requirements increased 39 
percentage points between 1982 and 1994, compared to an increase of 37 percentage points for public 
school graduates. While the increase was smaller for private school graduates (32 percentage points) 
than for public school graduates (44 percentage points), a greater proportion of private school students 
(80 percent) earned the less restrictive number of units in 1994 than public school students (73 percent). 



Percentage of high school graduates earning the minimum number of units in core courses, by 
type of curriculum and selected characteristics: 1982, 1987, 1990, and 1994 







"New Basics" 


curriculum 1 






Less restrictive curriculum 




Characteristics 


1982 


1987 


1990 


1994 


1982 


1987 


1990 


1994 


Total 


14.0 


28.3 


39.6 


50.6 


31.4 


53.6 


66.2 


73.8 


Sex 


Male 


14.8 


29.0 


40.0 


48.4 


31.3 


53.0 


65.3 


71.3 


Female 


13.3 


27.6 


■ 39.2 


52.6 


31.5 


54.2 


67.1 


76.3 


Race/ethnicity 


White 


15.5 


29.3 


40.6 


53.6 


32.4 


53.0 


65.6 


75.0 


Black 


11.5 


24.1 


41.5 


44.7 


31.3 


55.3 


72.6 


74.9 


Hispanic 


6.7 


16.8 


30.4 


43.8 


25.3 


47.6 


63.6 


76.1 


Asian/Pacific Islander 


21 .3 


45.6 


48.7 


56.6 


34.6 


67.1 


70.2 


73.5 


American Indian/Alaskan Native 


6.5 


24.6 


21.6 


43.6 


35.3 


62.1 


49.9 


73.0 


Student program 2 


Academic 


30.6 


47.6 


56.3 


63.3 


56.3 


72.8 


81.3 


83.1 


Vocational 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


5.4 


13.5 


14.3 


20.2 


Both 


18.6 


26.2 


35.6 


47.3 


56.9 


71.0 


78.2 


82.4 


Neither 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


5.3 


12.7 


14.5 


14.7 



Table reads: 14.8 percent of 1982 male high school graduates earned the minimum number of units in core courses under the "New 
Basics" curriculum, and 31 .3 percent earned the minimum under the less restrictive curriculum. 

1 The "New Basics" curriculum also includes 0.5 units of computer science which was not included in this analysis. 

2 To be placed in the "Academic" category, a student must have earned at least 12 credits in the core courses and not have met 
the "Vocational" category requirements. To be placed in the 'Vocational" category, a student must have earned at least three 
credits in a single occupationally specific vocational education area but not have met the course credit requirements for the 
academic category. "Both" means the student met the requirements for both the academic and vocational programs. "Neither" 
means the student did not meet the requirements for either the academic or the vocational programs. 



SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The 1994 High School Transcript Study Tabulations: 
Comparative Data on Credits Earned and Demographics for 1994, 1990, 1987 and 1982 High School Graduates, 1996. 
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Percentage of high school graduates earning a minimum number of units in core courses, by 
type of curriculum, sex, and race/ethnicity: 1982, 1987, 1990, and 1994 
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0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 




Percent 



Less restrictive curriculum, by sex 
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 




Percent 



"New Basics" curriculum, by 
race/ethnicity 
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The 1994 High School Transcript Study Tabulations: 
Comparative Data on Credits Earned and Demographics for 1994 [ 1990, 1987 and 1982 High School Graduates , 1996. 

This indicator is one of 60 from The Condition of Education 1996. It is in the public domain and may be reproduced without 
permission. Suggested citation: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The Condition of Education 
1996, NCES 96-304, by Thomas M. Smith (ed.), D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1996. 

To obtain a copy of the full volume of The Condition of Education, contact the National Data Resource Center on (703) 845-3151 
(E-mail: ndrc@pcd.com or ndrc@inet.ed.gov). This title is also available on the Internet at http://www.ed.gov/NCES/pubs/ce/. 
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